
CHRISTMAS DINNER
BASKETS SENT OUT

Distribution Starts To-day
Among Thousands of

Needy Families.

SONGS FILL STREETS

Financial District Does Its
Caroling Near Tree at

Bowling Green.

CELEBRATION 18 BEGUN|
Three Bay Holiday Gets Under
Way With Series of Festal

Gatherings.

Christmas celebrations begin to-day,
hut there were several important preludesyesterday, featured by the Christmastree in the financial district. Just
as the twilight began to fade, with
Wall Street closing for the triple holiday,the Trinity chimes began to peal
Christmas carols, and the tree In the
middle of the fountain at Bowling
Green was lit with hundreds of colored
lights. The Gloria Trumpeters led the
crowd In the singing from the steps
of the Custom House.
More than 200 children patients were

entertained in the Broad Street Hospital.Under the direction of A. J.
Barker Savage, superintendent, a specialprogram was given in the new
Roosevelt ward for sixty youngsters
who have recovered from infantile
paralysis.
Three fleets of automobiles will set

out from different parts of the city todayto deliver 25,000 Salvation Army
Christmas dinners to the homes of the

poor. The Salvation Army also has

prepared 10.000 addressed bundles of

toys for as many children. The army
will have four parties for children held
imtiWnneous)v in different narts of the
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Turkey Prices Tumble
To 50 Cents and Lower

THE housewife who has de-
ferred buying her Christmas
turkey until to-day will have

the advantage of another drop in
price. Birds of prime grade and
condition will retail at 50 cents,
Some will go for less, and Texas
turkeys, shipments of which ar-

rived three days late, are way
down.* No. 1 Western turkeys were
offered by wholesalers yesterday at
43 and 45 cents a pound and No. 2
grade at 32 and 34 cents. Monday
and Tuesday the better grade
brought 50 and 54 cents, according
to P. Q. Foy, price expert.
Brooklyn housewives will be offeredthis morning very good turkeysas low as 35 cents a pound.

The proprietor of a chain of mine

than fifty butcher shops in that
borough announced he would sell
at that price. Heavy shipments
and delays, which brought a quantityto the city all at once, account
for the lower price.

V y
city next Wednesday. The various Army
branches will have parties of their own.

The American Legion, through the
efforts of Albert S. Callan, New York
State commander, has planned to have
a comrade visit every one of the 2,200
cx-servlce men In the hospitals of the
State Christmas Day. The American
Legion county commission has planned
dinners, baskets and gifts for wounded
ex-service men. The United States
Veterans bfospUal No. 81. in The Bronx,
has arranged for a special Christmas
dinner and musical program.
With 2,000 families under its care, the

Charity Organization Society will give
parties to tliem.
The Knights of Columbus will distributebaskets to-day and will provide

entertainments at orphan asylums and
other Institutions.
Five hundred Christmas baskets will

be distributed to-day at the headquartersof the Tammany Central Association,226 East Thirty-second street.
Assemblymen John J. O'Connor Is in
charge of arrangements, and City Clerk*
Michael J. Cruise will act the part of
Santa Claus.
Plans have been made for the city's

hospitals and penal institutions. Bird
S. Coler, Commissioner of Public Welfare,will arrange for distributing presentsin each hospital. Francis 1). Gal-
latin, Park Commissioner, will have a

festival for 2,000 park playground childrenat the Palm Garden next Thursday.
James A. Hamilton, Correction Commissioner.has promised his prisoners a

special Christmas dinner and the Parole
Commission will take care of dependent
families of prisoners. Dr. Royal S.
Copeland, Health Commissioner, yester^ftCl
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THE NE
flay made an appeal for presents for
sick children in hospitals.
The social service bureau at Bellevue

Hospital, under Miss Slay W'adley, will
try to cheer poor children who have come
to its attention through their attendanceat clinics. Vincent Astor. Mrs.
Stowo Phelps and Mrs. Frederick Jenningsare among those cooperating.
Mr. Astor has provided 1,000 dinner
baskets to be distributed. Mrs. Phelps
will entertain thirty children at her
home and Mrs. Jennings will entertain
twenty-five. Every patient in Bellevue
Hospital, numbering more than 1.500,
will get a box of candy Christmas Day,
and each ward will have a Christmas
tree.
More than 1.000 children of the West

wide nave Deen invuea 10 ue guests 01

Mr. and Mrs. Frank E. Campbell at the
Campbell Funeral Church, Broadway
and Sixty-sixth street, at a party this
atternoon.
The Kescue Society in Chinatown will

have a celebration to-night. Several
hundred homeless men will be fed on
Christmas Eve and on Christ night,
while the women's branch at JO Mott
street will entertain friendless girls.

Princess Anaslasia of Greece, formcrly
Mrs. W. It. Eee&s, will help distribute
Christmas baskets for the Volunteers of
America to-morrow afternoon at 2:3o
In Madison Square Garden. Other
prominent persons have accepted tho
Invitation of Gen. and Mrs. Uallington
Booth to be prfss9nt.
There will be entertainments for the

benefit of the poor children of the city
Christmas Day aboard the superdreadnoughlsArkansas, Maryland arid Wyoming.

President Halph Peters of the Long
Island Railroad gave his annual Christmasreception for tho employees of the
railroad in the Dong Island City terminalyesterday afternoon.
Thotnas W. I.amont of J. F\ Morgan

6, Co. Is providing a Christmas party
for the neighborhood boys of the News-
boys' House to-morrow nigin. a uinrerfor homeless boys on Christmas
Pay and a party for homeless boys of
the neighborhood and members of the
house on Christmas night.
To-day 200 members of the Mothers'

Club of the Henry Street Settlement
will attend a Ohanukah party. The HumaneSociety will give a Christmas tree
and dinner for all horses In the metropolitandistrict this afternoon.
Marlon Pavies will give away 1,00)

dolls to poor children Christmas Day
and will give a dinner for 1,000 ex-servicemen. followed by a theater party.
She will provide patients at St. Joseph's
Hospital with gifts.
At the Sheltering Arms the usual

Christmas party will be held on Tuesdayand Thursday. The boys and girls
of the Mulberry Health Center, 256
Mott street, will be entertained next
Friday during the noon hour.
Students of Erasmus Hall School will

distribute 400 gifts to patients in the
chronic division of the Kings County
Hospital and In other hospitals.
The Crowley Christmas parties will

be held to-morrow afternoon instead of
Christmas Pay, as first planned.
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OLD CHRISTMAS JOY '

RETURNS TO PARIS
*

Reveillon lo Bo Marked by
Preponderance of French

Merrymakers.

Special Cable to Thb New Yoiik Hbrai.d.
Copyright, lOit, by Tub New Yobk IIhald.

New York Herald Bureau. I \
PaH*. Dor. 2?. ( x

.< For the first time since the war the
Parisian Christmas Eve festivities,
known as the "Reveillon," will be marked
by a preponderance of Franch instead of
American merrymakers. A visit to the
principal restaurants, with the exception
of the Ritz, Philippe's and Ciro's. where
tables havp been reserved for weeks by

1their American clientele, reveals that
1this year the revcilloners will be natives.

«--* 111 pre-v,dr iiayn.wun jint'i's reaufeu

to levels which a year ago would have 'j
seomed almost miraculous. j
"But we have the alternative of cutting c

prices or seeing the tables empty, so we s

decided to make the festival what It used t
to be." said the manager of a big boule- (
vard establishment. American tourists
thuR will reap a distinct advantage, un- '

\
less, lured by the fancy prices asked In a (
few hotels and cabarets, they believe i

they will miss something by going else- 1

where.
At the Ritz, Philippe's and Ciro's it

will cost 200 francs for a table for two, 1
with wines from the deepest recesses of r
the cellar for the occasion proportion- v

ntely high. In scores of comfortable and t
fespectable restaurants, where the French li
know they will find the traditional
cuisine, reveillon suppers are being of- (
fered for less than fifty frames.this includingone and sometimes two bottles
of selected wine.and the champagne is
offered at thirty francs instead of 100,
as last year. In at least two large restaurantswithin five minutes of the Place
de l'Opera placards invite the public to
"eat and drink the best that France producesat prices cheaper thnn possible at a
home," with the assurance of French y
orchestras Instead of American jazz, and i
all wine lists marked down 10 per cent. p
The dancing places preferred by Amor- f

leans, however, say they are compelled s
to keep prices up owing to high taxes, e
But up on Montmartre, in the resorts of g
the Rue Pigalle, the Place Blanche and
the Place Pigalle there Is a concerted (
effort on the part of managers to re- a
store the French atmosphere, which has i
been almost lost during the last three t
years. 1
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League Stops Xm&s Gifts
Of 200 Billion Crowns

VJ 1ENNA, Dec. 22..In order to

prevent further note inflationthe league of Nations
representatives have forbidden the
Government to distribute Christmasgifts in cash to civil servants.
These gifts would have amounted
to 200.u00.000.00o crowns.
The cost of living will be affected

by import duty Increases trebling
the duty on sugar and lamp oil and |
raising the duty on coffee 20 per
cent, and on tea 30 per cent.

' >

W. H. TODD, SHIP MAN,
TO PLAY SANTA CLAUS

Will Entertain 3,000 Children
at Yards.

William If. Todd, president of the
Todd Shipyards Corporation, will give
lis annual Santa Claus entertainments
0 more than 3.000 children living in the

letghborhood of his yards In Brooklyn,
doboken, Mobile, Seattle and Tacoma.
ilverv little one will receive a suit of
ilotlics, a basket of i-andy. fruit and
uitable toys. Children who are ill and
inable to be present will not be forgoten.as automobiles will be used to take
Christmas cheer to their homes.
Big. brightly lighted Christmas trees

vlll be set up in all the yard shops,
there on Christmas morning the ohilIrenand their mothers will assemble.
Vfter a turkey dinner the youngsters
vill be entertained with moving pictures'
ind then the toys on the trees will be'
listributed.
This will be the seventh year that Mr.

Todd has played Sanfa Claus to the
oor children at the Todd yards. He1
till personally assist with other exeouivesof the corporation In packing balletsand decorating trees.

CHRISTMAS TREES ARE
CHEAPEST IN YEARS

Public Refuses to Buy Evergreensat Higher Prices.

Christmas trees are literally going
1 begging for buyers, a tiling that hasn't
lappened here in a long time. With
lalf a dollar in his pocket a man can

to out this morning and bring back a

Ine average size tree. He can get a

imatl one for 25 cents and one large
ncugh for any purpose except a Sunday
ichool celebration for 75 cents.
Two causes contribute to the situation.

)ne is an over supply, for there are
hundred cars or Christmas greens still

n the freight yards waiting to be
>rought to the market. Tho other Is a
lolding off on the |>»irt of the public.
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DROPS CASE OF LAWYER
WHO ASSAILED TALLEY

Court Finds Judicial Agts
Were Not Criticized.

The Appelate Division dismissed in
Brooklyn yesterday a proceeding
brought, by the Brooklyn Bar Associationagainst Francis L. Corrao, a lawyer,of H5S Fulton street, Brooklyn,
charging him with unprofessional con-
uuet.

After the conviction of an Italian be-
fore him for murder. Judge Alfred J.
Tally, of the Court of General Hesslonsin Manhattan received a letter
saying that Sicilians were responsible
for the greater part of the Italian
crime in New York. It was published.
Corrao wrote to Judge Talley, attacking
him. Currao's letter appeared in print
and the Grievance Committee of the Bar
Association recofnmended that he be
disciplined.
"We regret that an attorney am:

counsellor at law of this court should
have written the letter which is the
ground of the complaiat in this proceeding,"wrote Justice Blackuiar. representingthe higher court. "The statementsmade in the letter did not relateto any judicial act of the learned
justice to whont- It was addressed. This
proceeding is dismissed upon the ground
that this court has no jurisdiction."

A. AND P. HOLDUP NUTS *128.
An unidentified man about thirty

years old stole $128 from the cash registerof the Atlantic and Pacific store at
254 Tompkins avenue. Brooklyn, last
night after he had pointed a revolver
at the manager and a clerk, Morris
Rosenberg and John Walker, and forced
them to go into a rear room.
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A Christmas Gift of

My Years on
By JOHN 1

OLIVER HERFORD'S review in Li
of the golden age of American Dram
mirror of this narrative, whose valu
taries together with the directness
telling place it at the head of all the
of late years."

Fully illustrated, $5.00,
or direct from E. P. DUTTCM

Send to some man.or worn

something at once unique

Beasts, Men
By FERDINAND OS

KATHARINE LEE BATES write
"More absorbing than any fiction is t
of his adventures among 'Beasts, M<
hard to tell which are Beasts and wh
heroism certainly ranks him very near

fj.oo. For sale at all bookstores; i
E. P. DUTTON & CO., 681 F
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